Section 5

THE GLORIFICATION OF WAR.
THE POLICY OF FORCE AND MILITARISM

Men gradually strive to leave the state of barbarism, if only they are not
kept in that state by artificial means.

L KANT, Works9 Inselverlag, Leipzig, Vol. I,
p. 170.

For Man languishes in peace;

Indolent peace is the grave of courage;

Law is the friend of the weak,

It aims only to make all things equal;

It would like to reduce all the world to one level;

But War allows Might to reveal itself,

It raises everything above the commonplace,

It breeds courage even in the coward.

F. VON SCHILLER, Die Eraut von Messina (often

quoted by Bernhardi in his Germany and

the Next War).

Force creates right; war is a natural law.

OTTO VON BISMARCK.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Starting from the assumption that any means is permissible in order to
realise German hegemony^ with their principles, or rather lack of princi-
ples^ in international policy the Germans reached several logical con-
clusions. The first was that the use of forceP3 even if the opponent's
attitude does not justify ity is the swiftest and surest road to the desired
end. Hence thousands of pages in German literature are devoted to the
glorification of war. Every national literature contains a host of
patriotic pronouncements to the effect that the Motherland must be
defended against attack^ but these views do not go beyond the natural
bounds of advocacy of defensive war. But the Germans glorify aggressive
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